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The real concern is the ideology that 
underpins the economic policies of the 
Abbott government. Essentially neoliberal-
ism argues that the ‘free market’ makes 
the best decisions regarding the economy 
and government should just get out of the 
way. Free trade and are deregulation are 
cornerstones of this approach.  The neo 
in neoliberalism refers to the way it goes 
beyond a simple laissez faire or hands-off 
approach to the operation of markets and 
seeks to gain hands-on control of the state 
apparatus in order to actively 
extend and impose markets on 
more aspects of social life. Every-
thing can become a commodity 
including health and education-
the marketization of everything. 
Neoliberals don’t mind govern-
ment so long as they are in 
control of it.

In Australia the implementa-
tion of neoliberal policies began 
in the 1980s with, for example, 
the Labor government’s dereg-
ulation of the dollar and the 
privatization of Qantas. However, 
because these were imple-
mented by a middle of the road 
Labor government which had a 
commitment to values of fair-
ness and compassion, the harsh underside 
of neoliberal thinking did not really come to 
the fore. Similarly even during the Howard 
years of Coalition government, their policies 
were more guided by pragmatism rather 
than strict neoliberal dogma. Governing 
during a long economic boom made it easier 
to gain support by means of ‘buying votes’ 
through tax cuts and generous middle class 
welfare payments. The neoliberal think tanks 
played a helpful supporting role during this 
time by fanning the so-called ‘culture wars’. 
These attacked marginalised groups such as 
Aboriginals and attempted to de-legitimate 
alleged ‘special interests’, such as the envi-
ronmental movement.

The fundamental difference with the 
Abbott regime has been the total removal of 
fairness as even a consideration in the making 
of government policy. The policy agenda 
of the government has largely adopted the 
ideas of the neoliberal think-tank, the Insti-
tute of Public Affairs (IPA). It is an extremist 
program to wind back public institutions and 
destroy anything that seeks to reduce dispar-
ities of wealth in Australia. By understanding 
the ideology you understand what is under-
pinning government policies. 

The voting public were never told of the 
ideological underpinning of the Coalition 
government they voted in to power. Sadly, 
most Australians have a shallow under-
standing of our political system let alone the 
importance of ideology. However, despite 

the relentless propaganda of the Murdoch 
press the public have not bought the Hockey 
Budget at all.

People have learned through experi-
ence that the reality of neoliberal policies 
is reduced quality of services, a degraded 
environment, job losses, higher prices and 
cutbacks. The cuts always affect the less well 
off ($7 Medicare co-payment), the environ-
ment gets sacrificed (coal ports in the Barrier 
reef) and so on. 

The Abbott government finds itself oper-
ating, unlike the Howard government, in 
an economic down-cycle and an electorate 
which seems to have a shorter fuse after 
the GFC and the political volatility of the 
Rudd-Gillard years. Despite this, Abbott has 
proceeded with a hard right agenda (unan-
nounced prior to the election, although 
hardly unexpected) and has aligned himself 
closely with the IPA by visiting the Institute 
and implementing a swag of policy items 
on the IPA wish-list. One suspects that the 
government is endeavouring to mount one 
more push to restructure major components 
of the Australian Commonwealth (and its 
historical achievements in areas of universal 
healthcare, education and environmental 
protection) in order to discipline the disad-
vantaged and enable multinational capital to 
plunder an even greater share of the coun-
try’s wealth.

To that end we see a number of strategies 
come into play:

A range of highly partisan appointments 
to key agencies and cultural institutions, 
for example Janet Albrechtsen and Noel 
Brown to the ABC board, Tim Wilson to 
the Human Rights Commission, etc. Yes all 
governments tend to appoint their own, 
but under Rudd-Gillard it was nothing like 
this. Even a pretence of bipartisanship has 
gone out the window. This could partly be 
sheer bloody-mindedness, but it may also 
be, as Guy Rundle has suggested, a delib-

erate neoliberal ‘wrecking ball’ strategy to 
make governance appear disputatious and 
unworkable, thereby further de-legitimating 
government-backed institutions in the eyes 
of the electorate.

A budget which overwhelmingly targets 
the marginalised. The negative public reac-
tion to this has been in one sense quite 
astounding, but on the other hand it is 
consistent with the mediating influence of 
Australia’s egalitarian tradition.

Under the guise of remov-
ing red tape and green tape, 
the Abbott government has 
undertaken the abolition or 
weakening of any agencies or 
advisory groups or information 
channels which could serve as 
independent sources of over-
sight of particular industries or 
issues. For example, the Austra-
lian Preventative Health Agency 
which provides an independent 
check against the alcohol indus-
try and junk food industry has 
been abolished. Similarly the 
defunding of the CSIRO by $111.4 
M is designed to weaken an orga-
nization whose functions include 
important independent research 

in the area of environmental impacts and 
climate change.

A proposed move to ‘competitive feder-
alism’ which includes moves to try to wind 
back national environmental standards and 
institutions (as well as other nation-wide 
institutions that share the common wealth) 
in order to promote open-slather competi-
tion between the states in their quest for 
transnational capital investment.

In all of this, there are some glimmers 
of hope. So far, the Abbott government 
has been astoundingly incompetent in the 
implementation of its neoliberal agenda – 
although reliance on others’ incompetence is 
hardly a strategy of resistance. Also hearten-
ing is that the Labor party may be starting to 
rediscover some of the traditional Australian 
egalitarian values.

But it would be even better if Labor could 
undertake a more thorough-going distancing 
from this ideology. Neoliberalism, in its most 
hard core form, is merely one particular view 
– particularly extreme and rapacious – about 
the role of markets in contemporary societ-
ies. It is entirely possible to propose other 
ways of organising markets and economic 
incentives without necessarily accepting the 
typical neoliberal vision. Ultimately we need 
a critique of neoliberalism which has room 
for the operation of markets but only under 
suitable regulatory conditions which foster 
social justice and ecological balance.

	 	 	 Geoff.	W.

Response to Editorial #299



 In response to ‘NBN tower forced on 
Rosebank Community’ published in your 
September issue, NBN Co acknowledges 
there are a range of opinions regarding the 
fixed wireless facility at 191 Repentance 
Creek Road.
 Before addressing the opinions raised in last 
month’s issue, I would like to emphasise that 
this facility has been proposed by NBN Co, 
not by the Byrne family.  The hundreds of the 
landowners around Australia who agree to 
NBN fixed wireless facilities on their land do 
so in good faith and good conscience, having 
undertaken their own research and due dili-
gence, as fair-minded members of their own 
communities.
 In conducting the NBN rollout, a priority for 
the company is to strike a balance between 
community lifestyle and visual amenity 
concerns whilst providing a reliable, fast 
broadband service to as many residents and 
businesses as possible.  This is why NBN Co 
and its construction partners conducted an 
extensive consultation program over the 
past year which included re-locating the 
original proposed site based on community 
feedback.
 NBN Co adheres to the safety standards 
set by Australian Radiation Protection and 
Nuclear Safety Agency (ARPANSA). We take 
safety very seriously and assure residents 
our fixed wireless facility is safe for both 
humans and local wildlife because it oper-
ates well within the scientifically mandated 
safety standards.
 As NBN Co is not a public health author-
ity, residents concerned about the national 
radiofrequency electromagnetic energy 
safety standards should contact ARPANSA 
on 1800 022 333.
 I thank the Village Journal for the opportu-
nity to dispel some common NBN mistruths 
and look forward to delivering fast broad-
band to the Rosebank community.
 Kind regards,
Tony Gibbs, NBN Co

Response to ‘NBN tower forced 
on Rosebank Community’

Yes, we all miss the shop and we make 
wishes that the gap is filled sooner rather 
than later.
I have been president of the Rosebank 
Community Hall for more than  20 years 
and have lived here for 35years. I have 
seen many people in the community 
come and go.
We have had many functions over the 
years from private party’s fundraisers and 
celebrations.
 We have had  regular people hiring the 
hall over the years for Yoga, meditation 
and exercise classes but they come and 
go, it’s the consistency of the pre-school 
which covers costs, and understands all 
the quirks of the old building.
Without the pre-school the hall would be 
struggling financially.
As I’m also the booking officer I know 
that the demand for hiring the hall is very 
limited.
The pre-school is there only 3 days and 
the hall is available to any one for hire on 

the other 4 days.
The consistency of regular tenants is what 
determines the health of the hall.
All are welcome to come to the hall 
meetings and to have some input and we 
welcome any ideas out of the box.
The community interest has ebbed and 
flowed over the years I would love to be 
surprised by efforts of someone other 
than our trusty community members. Any 
positive   and realistic  consistent efforts 
would be very welcome.
Just to summarise the rosebank  hall is 
available for hire to any one in the com-
munity and the reserve is also available to 
everyone equally.
I look forward to more input from mem-
bers of the rosebank community and 
hope we can all look forward to connect-
ing positively and having some laughs and 
relaxing times together.
Kind regards,
Ann-Marie Little 

 In response to the letter in last month’s edition of the Village journal  
“ROSEBANK –IT’S ALL ABOUT  COMM-UNITY.”

GOVERNMENT UNDECIDED ON MAULES 
CK, COURT HEARING DELAYED
The NSW Government has indicated it has 
not yet made a decision on whether to 
approve or reject the revised Biodiversity 
Management Plan (BMP) for the Maules 
Creek Coal Mine.
The newly revised plan was provided by 
Whitehaven Coal to the Dept of Planning 
and Environment (DoPE) on the 27th of 
August 2014 after legal proceedings had 
commenced.
"We're pleased that the NSW Government 
has not yet made a decision to approve 
the revised Biodiversity Management Plan, 
which had been sought by Whitehaven Coal 
for the Maules Creek Coal Project" said Phil 
Laird, spokesperson for the Maules Creek 
Community Council.

"The revised plan, if approved, would nullify 
our legal challenge and allow clearing of 
Leard Forest in spring when young native 
animals are likely to be slaughtered in their 
nests.
"We're now calling on the NSW Govern-
ment to go a step further and provide a 
guarantee they will not approve a revised 
plan that will result in unnecessary animal 
deaths until the full legal challenge has 
been heard and a judgement handed down.
“The NSW Government should not be 
changing the rules to allow unnecessary 
harm to threatened species to suit a coal 
mining company and it should allow this 
important matter to be fairly tested in 
court" he said.
The matter is set down for further mention 
on the 10th October 2014.

LOCK THE GATE UPDATE
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Dear friend, 
What if I told you that your superannua-
tion is contributing to dangerous climate 
change?
Unfortunately, it's true. Almost all Austra-
lian super funds invest in fossil fuels 
companies.
 In fact, globally, more than half of the 
world's retirement savings are exposed 
to climate change risks via investments in 
high-carbon sectors like coal, oil and gas 
whilst a meagre 2% is invested in clean 

energy.
That’s why 350.org Australia and Market 
Forces have launched Super Switch – an 
unprecedented tool that enables you to 
find out where your super is invested and 
provides you with the tools to move your 
super out of the companies that are caus-
ing climate change.
Australia has one of the largest pools of 
superannuation in the world – at over $1.8 
trillion. A large chunk of this is invested in 
companies that don’t have our best inter-
ests at heart – companies whose activities 

drive climate change, divide communities, 
damage our land and water and threaten 
our health. 
The good news is that you can change this.
A growing number of super funds are giving 
fossil fuels the flick but to continue this 
transition away from fossil fuels, they need 
to hear from you – their members.
But if your fund doesn’t heed your call and 
you decide it’s time to switch to a different 
fund, Super Switch will help you identify 
new options.
Your superannuation is a powerful force. 
Ready to use it to fight climate change and 
build a brighter future? 
Head to SuperSwitch.org.au to get started 
today.

What is your Superannuation being used to Fund?

World Leaders make bold, ground-
breaking Recommendations for Major 
Paradigm Shift in Global Drug Policy 
and Call for end of failed Drug War.
Kofi Annan, Richard Branson, George 

Shultz, Paul Volcker and others join 
with Former Presidents of Brazil, Chile, 
Colombia, Mexico, Poland, Portugal and 
Switzerland 
On Tuesday, September 9 2014, the Global 

Commission on Drug Policy released Taking 
Control: Pathways to Drug Policies that 
Work, a new, groundbreaking report at a 
press conference in New York City.
The event was live-streamed and 
speakers included former Brazilian Presi-

dent Fernando Henrique Cardoso, former 
Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo, former 
Colombian President César Gaviria, former 
Swiss President Ruth Dreifuss, Richard 
Branson and others.   
The Commissioners then met with UN 

Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon and UN 
Deputy Secretary General Jan Eliasson.
The report reflects a new evolution in the 

thinking of the Commissioners, who are set 
to become the most distinguished group of 
high-level leaders to ever call for 
far-reaching changes to  global drug policy.

In 2011, the Commission’s initial report 
broke new ground 
in both advancing 
and globalizing the 
debate over drug 
prohibition and its 
alternatives. The 
Commission’s work 
has created condi-
tions for not just 
former presidents 
but current presi-
dents to speak out as 
well.

Recent developments in Latin America and 
the United States instigated the upcom-
ing UN General Assembly Special Session 
(UNGASS) on Drugs in 2016, and created an 
opportunity to lay the foundation for a new 
drug control regime for the 21st century.
Global Commission on Drug Policy
www.globalcommissionondrugs.org

Call for End of Failed Drug War

How to move a leaf from A to B    Cartoon By Roland Schicht
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Rainforest regeneration of the critically endangered 
subtropical lowland rainforest has been undertaken on this 
property for the past 26 years. The property of 17ha contains 
one kilometre of frontage to Upper Coopers Creek, and 
although it was cleared in the early 20th century, and used 
for bananas, dairying and grazing, it has naturally regener-
ated from rainforest seed washing down the creek, and is 
home to 17 threatened species. Weed species also come 
down the creek, and compete with the local seedlings. 7.2ha 
of rainforest within the property has been protected. The 
remainder of the property is used for agricultural pursuits. 
Major weed species on the property include small-leafed 
privet, lantana, and camphor laurel, as well as recent arrivals 
such as balloon vine, singapore daisy and devil's thorn.

The property owner, Maggie Wheeler, will discuss the 
techniques used and their relative success, as we walk 

through the various regen sites. There are some sections in 
good, if young condition, whilst others are completely domi-
nated by privet and other weeds.

Meet at 43 Tickles Road Upper Coopers Creek (first drive-
way on left after crossing the Tickles Road ford). Turn right 
on driveway and head towards sheds for parking. Bring solid 
footwear, long pants and shirts, drinking water, hats and 
insect repellant. A light morning tea will be provided after 
completion of the walk.

For further information and registration for the field day 
please contact Shirili Dave on shirilidave@gmail.com

“Connecting high conservation areas in subtropical east-
ern Australia through linked biodiverse carbon forestry 
systems is supported through funding from the Australian 
Government’s Clean Energy Future Biodiversity Fund.”

Rainforest Regeneration DayRainforest Regeneration Day
Saturday October 18th, 2014 - 9am to 12pm

Hi All,
Another winter has come & gone, spring has 
sprung & the grass has risen. The Fire season 
is here. Permits are now required to burn any-
thing in the open.
The cooler months saw us through a fairly quiet 
time but recently we were called to extinguish a 
car fire on the corner of Byrne Rd. It’s amazing 
how quickly a car will burn and unfortunately 
the commodore was completely engulfed by 
fire when the crew arrived and it was a total 
loss. No one was injured however thanks to 
Jimmy, Ross, Liam & Didier for their quick 
response times.
On Sunday 14th September about 3.30pm the 
phone started ringing with reports there was 
a bushfire at Minyon Falls & Firecoms report-
ing ‘Persons trapped by fire on the Palm Valley 
Walking Trail’.  Upon arrival it was quite a daunt-
ing sight to see Palm Valley (below Minyon 
Falls) filled by smoke & fairly substantial plumes 
rising. As nightfall was closing in fast, our prior-
ity was to find those in trouble-3 bushwalkers 
on the wrong side of the fire. We located them 
on the Minyon to Quandong walking trail. By 
this time both Clunes appliances had arrived to 

assist our Rosebank Firies in extracting the 
bushwalkers from the fire safely. This done we 
set about managing the fire and where joined 
by NPWS Ranger Matt. Over the following days/
weeks Ranger Andy & Matt & the NPWS team 
continued with fire management & monitoring.                                                                                      
As this fire is likely to continue to smoulder until 
we receive substantial rain we would appreci-
ate continued efforts by the public to report 
any further smoke plumes. Our Rosebank Team 
is keeping a close eye on this fire over the 
coming weeks through regular site inspections 
and would like to thank all those involved.                                                                                                                                        
Stay safe.              Eric Kinchin 

Rosebank Fire Captain

Rosebank Firie News

ph. 6629 1270 or 0419 175 775

I was wandering around our vegie garden 
happily taking photos of Bees when I heard 
some strange sounds coming from near 
our neighbour’s house like a loud pop and 
a bang, followed by a dog barking and then 
someone yelling out.  
I walked up our driveway to go and see if 
our neighbours were okay and was totally 
shocked to see a car totally engulfed in 
flames, just down the road from our let-
terbox. 
My husband Ross is a member of the local 
RFS, so I ran back to tell him with my heart 
pounding. He quickly put on his RFS gear, 
and just after he arrived, the Rosebank RFS 
arrived and soon had everything under 
control. 
Sadly, the Commodore didn’t 
survive!  Luckily, the car driver was not 
injured and a bottle of Vodka was retrieved 
from the boot unscathed! 
 Alex Wilson (Rosebank)

A FIREY SURPRISE!
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Spring has brought some beautiful weather and renewed energy at 
Playgroup. We have lots of fun 
activities planned for the months 
ahead starting on 8 Oct with our 
visit from the Fire Brigade. There 
will be a chance to climb into the 
truck, try out the hose and if we 
are really lucky we may even get 
to hear the siren. If there are any 
budding firefighters out there don’t 
miss Playgroup that day.

We are also very close to announcing the date for our Paediatric First 
Aid course (watch the Eureka playgroup Facebook page for further 
details or contact Megan on 
zzzzz-away@hotmail.com). The course will cover the most common 
emergencies involving children and will be suitable for parents, carers, 
older siblings, grandparents and babysitters; anyone looking after your 
children! This course will be open to members of the public so please 
spread the word. The more people in your community that know first 
aid the better the chance of your child being helped in the event of an 
accident.
Playgroup meets  each Wednesday from 9.30-11.30am at Eureka Public 
School. It is free and is suitable for all carers of children from newborn 
to school age. Each week we have songs, games, craft and free play so 
if you are caring for a littlie just turn up and join in. We look forward to 
seeing  you soon.

Is there anything better than growing your own herbs and 
veges? Richmond Sand Gravel and Landscaping Lismore and 
Ballina are the suppliers of the Hexie Raised Garden Beds. 

These robust easy to assemble garden beds are very popular. 
Your garden bed can be designed to suit your requirements, 

and they look great.
Our premium garden mix will have you harvesting before you 
know it. Its useful to use a soft mulch such as sugar cane to 

retain soil moisture and keep leaves clean. 

SUGAR CANE BALES (9m2 coverage) 
$13.95 or 3 for $37.50

LUCERENCE BALES ( 7m2 coverage)    
$21.95 or 3 for $59.95

We also have many other varieties of no dig garden beds. The 
staff at Richmond Sand Gravel and Landscaping thank you for your 

ongoing suport and look forward to assisting you in any of your 
Landscaping requirements.

A Huge Range 
at the Best Price!

Eureka PreSchool 
Transition To School Kindy 2015.Term 4 at Eureka PS is always an exciting 
time as our Transition to Kindy 2015 Program commences. This program is 
designed to ensure that children commencing Kindergarten in 2015 have 
a smooth Transition. The program is fun, engaging and educational and is 
a taste for the students of the routines, activities and experiences of their 
classroom. The dates and times for our Kindy Transition Program are:
- Wednesday October 15  9am-11:30am
- Wednesday October 22 9am-1:30pm
- Wednesday October 29  9am-1:30pm
- Wednesday November 5      9am-3:00pm
- Wednesday November 12  9am-3:00pm  
Children should undertake the Transition Program at their local zoned 
school. If you are not sure of which school zone you reside in, please check 
by visiting the School Intake Enquiry Tool which is found at (Copy and paste 
into your browser):        
                      http://mrfams5.marketst.det.nsw.edu.au/size/index.html
To reserve a place in the Transition Program for your child, contact us on 
66884272.
Last Term, our Senior Class travelled to Canberra and the Snow for an 8 
day excursion. We visited Parliament House, The Museum of Democracy, 
Questacon, Telstra Tower, Geoscience Australia, Canberra Zoo, The Mint, 
Art Gallery of Australia, The Australian War Memorial, The Tent Embassy, 

The Glassworks, Ice Skat-
ing and we also spent a day 
at Perisher & Blue Cow in 
glorious snow. We also spent 
a morning in Sydney, visiting 
the Opera House, Circular 
Quay, Botanical Gardens, 
China Town and St Mary’s 
cathedral. It was an incredible 
excursion and the students’ 
behaviour and engagement at 
every activity was excellent.
Our entire school performed onstage at the Lismore Performing Arts Festi-
val recently, with their item A Dog’s Life. You might have seen them in the 
front page of the Northern Star? It was an amazing experience and our star 
students really did shine!
Finally, big congratulations to our students that participated in the Premier’s 
Spelling Bee recently. Pepa Rogers, Oisin Mules-Sherrin and Luka Gregory 
all did really well. Luka Gregory came 4th in the Senior Division, which is an 
amazing achievement. 
Principal
Michael Coleman

Eureka Playgroup
FIRE BRIGADE VISIT AND FIRST AID COURSE












